Summer 2010 Board of Directors Meeting

Hope all of you are enjoying the summer and your horses.  The summer is just slipping by!

The Board of Directors meeting was held June 24-27 in Jackson, MS.  Most of the board members were able to attend the general membership meeting.  The number of judges to be used at the National and World shows as well as number of judges at regional shows was discussed.

Later that evening was the election of officers.  Those elected for this year are Chuck McWhirter, president; Steve Bennett, vice president; Jack Zuidema, finance; Diane Rushing, rules; Laura Lyon, planning and review; and Lonnie Ledbetter, marketing.  These folks make up the Executive Committee, and they in turn assign committee chairs and members.  I am again chair of the sale committee and this year will also serve on the planning and review, non-pro, trail and youth committees.

Dr. Robert Haun presented the Board with a proposal to allow him to run the Sheltowee Trail Ride rather than the Association.  The Association had been exploring the possibility of cancelling this ride.  Dr. Haun will pay the required fees so riders will still earn saddle log and mileage.  The Board agreed to this option.

We were honored with the presence of Dani Louw, President of the Appaloosa Breeders of South Africa.  He would like to create a partnership with the ApHC and find a way so every registered Appaloosa in South Africa would also be registered in the ApHC.  Their horses must follow strict guidelines and also be registered in their national registry.  They do not accept horses with HYPP, HERDA or are grey, and they only recognize the same outcrosses we do.  The Board will look into this further.

The following rules were passed on a second vote and will become effective January 1, 2011:

· Ladies and Men’s Heritage classes will be held as separate classes at the National and World Shows.  They may be combined at the regional shows with the unanimous consent of the participants.  Costumes may be other than Native American and may depict the various stages of Appaloosa history.

· 2 year olds may show in Heritage classes as long as they follow the rules regarding equipment use in order to remain eligible for 2 year old classes (snaffle bits, hackamores)

· It is the responsibility of the exhibitor who chooses to use feathers in any portion of the Heritage class to be aware of US Federal Laws including the Migratory Bird Act, the Bald and Golden Eagle Protection Act, and the Endangered Species Act regarding the use of feathers.

· A chart will be inserted into the rule book (Rule 236.A.1) to show the percentages and number of Appaloosa parents needed to qualify for FPD eligibility now and in the future.

· Age requirements for endurance and limited distance competitions will follow AERC guidelines and age requirements for competitive trail competitions will follow the ApHC-approved CTR organizations guideline.

· All Appaloosas must be registered with Regular (#) or CPO (CN) registration classification or have been issued a Performance Permit prior to the first qualifying ride year.  All Appaloosas must be a minimum of 4 years old based on actual foaling date to qualify for an ROM and must be a minimum of 5 years old based on actual foaling date to qualify for a medallion.
· In order to show in youth novice, the youth must have less than a combined total of 20 points in each youth and novice youth class in ApHC or any other breed association approved or sponsored shows.  Classes excluded are leadline, walk-trot, halter and showmanship at halter as of January 1 of the current year.  Novice points will be tabulated whether the youth owns, or does not own, the horse exhibited.  Once the 20 point total is reached, regardless of the ownership status of the horse, the youth will no longer be able to show in that novice class.  Novice youth points accumulated while exhibiting a non-family owned horse will not count toward year-end high-point awards or lifetime point awards.

· In single judge shows held by a regional club or international affiliate/partner and ApHC approved, non-Appaloosas horses may compete in the same class with ApHC registered horses as stipulated in the show premium.  When results are sent to the ApHC, only the Appaloosa horse entries will be reported 1st through 8th and only the Appaloosas will be reported in the number of entries in each class.  (Example:  20 horses in the class with 3 Appaloosas entered.  The Appaloosas place 3rd, 11th and 19th.  It will be reported as 3 horses in the class and the horses will be recorded as 1st, 2nd, and 3rd).

· Creation of a Race Medallion Permit for race horses to be eligible for medallions and to allow these horses to be recorded on their sires’ and dams’ production records.  These permits will be available for $100.  If a horse with a Race Medallion Permit goes forward into other ApHC events, the owner must pay the balance to obtain a Performance Permit for that horse.  (I voted against this as I don’t think it’s right for one segment of the industry to have special rules and fees regarding registration and Performance Permits.  What’s fair for one is fair for all IMO).

· If a club must reschedule a single judge show due to an act of God, it may be held in combination with a previously scheduled single judge show and both shows will retain their single judge fee waiver status.

· The ApHC CEO, with approval of the ApHC Executive Committee, may determine that a Performance Permit be issued to a Non-Characteristic (N) horse if the horse was born prior to 2007 and cannot be parentage verified.

· An individual 19 years of age or older as of January 1st of each year, who wishes to participate in an ApHC sponsored or approved activity on a limited basis may purchase a limited participation membership the day of the event which is valid for use at one ApHC approved or sponsored event except the ApHC Nationals, ApHC World Championship Show or Chief Joseph trail ride.  This type of membership is non-voting and will not include the Appaloosa Journal, reduced fees for filing any documents pertaining to the ApHC registration or transfer process or any other ApHC related documents, the earning of points or mileage and is not valid for showing in non-pro classes, which requires a regular membership per rule 900.A.  The fee for this membership is suggested to be $15.00.

· GENERAL RULES FOR JUDGES Designation as an ApHC Approved judge is a privilege, not a right, bestowed by the Judges’ Committee according to procedures formulated by it, to individuals whose equine expertise and personal character merit the honor. A judge shall judge an ApHC approved and/or sponsored event in accordance with applicable rules, regulations, directives and guidelines of the ApHC. An individual’s conduct as a member, exhibitor, and judge and his/her ability must be exemplary; it is subject to constant continual Judges’ Committee review; and such designation is revocable for cause by the Judges’ Committee after following notice and a formal hearing before the Judges’ Committee to determine whether the judge’s designation as an ApHC approved judge should be revoked. A judge whose ApHC approved judge’s card has been revoked by determination of the Judges’ Committee shall have the right only for thirty (30) days following any such determination to request, by written notice of appeal filed with the ApHC Chief Executive Officer that includes the basis for such appeal, that the ApHC Executive Committee reviews such determination. The ApHC Executive Committee shall determine whether it will review the matter and, if it decides to review the matter, whether the appeal will be reviewed based on the record of the proceedings before the Judges’ Committee or whether a hearing will be held before the ApHC Executive Committee at which the judge may appear and present and refute testimony and evidence. The ApHC Executive Committee will issue its determination in regard to any such appeal and such determination shall be final and binding on all parties.

The rule that was passed in March regarding the registration of registered Quarter Horses that have visible Appaloosa coat patterns was revisited.  After much discussion, the Board voted to return Rule 204 back to as it is stated in the January 2010 rulebook.  Rule 70 was invoked which makes this change effective immediately.

The following all had a first vote and will be voted on again at the spring meeting:

· Postpone the Sheltowee Trail Ride pending review at the Spring 2011 Board meeting.

· Adopt the American Horse Council Welfare Code of Practice.

· Create a committee to review and suggest candidates for the Hall of Fame.  Voting will continue to be done by the Board of Directors.

· Remove the minimum required number of horses at a show for point approval of the show.

· Add “untwisted” between “no” and “square stock” in Rule 770.A.3.

· Add ACTHA events to the Trail section (Rule 420.N.10) and Team sorting to the Team Penning section (Rule 420.N.15) of ACAAP. 

· Add aunt, uncle, niece and nephew to non-pro ownership requirements.

· Add to Rule 713.A.6.f “Mares that have produced three naturally born ApHC registered foals are eligible to show in the broodmare class.”  Also add to this rule “except a mare’s production requirements cannot be satisfied by a mare’s donation of an embryo to another mare.”

· Remove Rule 609.A.2 regarding padding of classes.

The Board voted that the Youth World Championship Show will be held prior to the National Championship Show.  

It was also approved to have 4 judges at the World Show.

The next Board of Directors meeting will be March 16-20 at a place to be determined.

As always, please feel free to contact me if you have any questions, concerns or even complaints.

Sandra Matthews

Director Territory II Zone C

